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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hoshino et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,363,375; Hoshino) in view of Hunt et al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,539,422; Hunt). 

In considering claims 1-5, 12, and 16-19, Hoshino discloses a directory server 
system, comprising: 

a fi-ont-end portion (information retrieval control unit, 120) adapted to connect to 
a cUent computer (600); 

a back-end portion (information source retrieval unit, 140) with an embedded 
database ((300); and 

a mapping tree portion (classification tree 200); 

a graphical user interface (user interface unit, 110) backed by an administrative 
server configured to manage the directory server system. 

a gateway, (retrieval program 400) allowing access and querying of the back-end 
portion fi-om a web browser (col. 7, lines 14-19); 

pluraUty of database command line tools to manipulate the fi:ont-end portion 
(120) and the back-end portion (140) (col. 7, lines 14-16); 
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wherein the front-end portion comprises a core protocol connection responder 
(classification tree retrieval class, 130) configured to access information stored in the 
back-end portion (col. 4, lines 37-43); 

wherein the back-end portion is maintained in a logical representation by a 
directory information tree (classification tree class, 151); 

wherein the mapping tree portion identifies a location of information stored in the 
back-end portion in response to a request sent by a client computer (col. 4, Unes 37-40 
and lines 55-59). 

While Hoshino discloses the system substantially as claimed, Hoshino does not 
specifically disclose a network protocol monitor for reporting activity to a network 
console workstation. Nonetheless, an agent that monitors the activity in various devices 
on the network and reports the activity to a network console such as a network controller 
is well known in the art as evidenced by Hunt. In similar art, Hunt discloses a remote 
computing system having browsing soflware adapted for receiving and sending HTML 
documents, DHTML documents, and XML documents over the World Wide Web 
communicates with a network of ADC platform devices. Hunt further discloses a SNMP 
master agent that communicates with the network controller using SNMP that monitors 
the various devices on the network and reports the activity to a network console such as a 
network controller. It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system taught by Hoshino in order to be notified of warning conditions 
that the administrator might have otherwise been unaware of until something more 
serious happened. Therefore, the aforementioned limitations would have been obvious 
modification to the system taught by Hoshino. 
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In considering claims 6 and 15, Hoshino further discloses that the front-end 
portion manages communication between server-side software and a directory client 
program stored on the client computer (col. 4, lines 28-36). 

In considering claims 7 and 8, Hoshino further discloses that the front-end portion 
functions as a daemon and a service. (The Front-end portion functions as a daemon or 
service, which is a process that runs in the background and performs a specified operation 
in response to certain events; the front-end portion performs a retrieval in response to a 
retrieval request received by the client at col. 4, lines 33-36 and lines 44-48). 

In considering claims 13-14 and 21, Hoshino further discloses a system and 
method for processing a request from a client computer using a directory server 
comprising: 

receiving a Lightweight Directory Access Protocol request from a client computer 
to a front-end portion (col. 4, lines 33-36 and coL 14, lines 54-62); 

processing the Lightweight Directory Access Protocol request to create a front- 
end call (col. 4, lines 37-42); 

sending the front-end call to a back-end portion (col. 4, lines 43-44); 

processing the front-end call using a default database function to produce a result, 
wherein the default database function comprises a mapping tree portion to identify a 
location of information stored in the back-end portion in response to the Lightweight 
Directory Access Protocol request sent by the client computer (col. 4, lines 49-54); 

passing the result to the front-end portion; and sending the result from the front- 
end portion to the cUent computer (coL 4, lines 46-48). 
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In considering claim 20, the limitations of claim 20 are substantially the same as 
those of claims 12 and 13, therefore the same grounds of rejection are applicable. 



Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimberly D Flynn whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3954. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glen Burgess can be reached on 703-305-4792. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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